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NEW WINE AND AN OLD BOTTU'
i. CHANGES AFTER 1799,
THE year 1799 was marked by two noteworthy acquisitions,
one was Clayton Mordaunt Cracherocfe's bequest of his choice and
beautiful printed books, raising the reputation of the Museum for the
possession of the earliest editions of the classics and of specimens of the
first presses, which were then attracting private collectors, but had
little .attracted the creators of the Museum's foundation libraries.
The books were placed in a special room (see below, pp. 183-5),
Cracherode had been elected a Trustee in 1784 at the same time as
his friend Thomas Tyrwhitt, also a benefactor.* Then another Trus-
tee, Sir William Musgnwe, who died in the same year us Cnteherode,
added to a gift of 1790 the whole of his collections, printed and manu-
script, in British biography. The printed books numbered some 2,000
and included many are fugitive pieces. They are dispersed in the
Old Library, except so far as their subject keeps them together; but
many are recognisable by his bold signature.
In this year and the next four the little band of officers underwent
sweeping changes. In 1799 Morton died, full and overfull of years,
and was succeeded by Joseph Plauta, Keeper of MSS,, in which office
he was followed by Robert Nares (1753-1829), tilt* philologist and
author of the Glossary to Shakespeare, In 1803 Harper died and was
succeeded by William Beloe, and he by Henry Kllis in 1806; in the
next year Nares and Ellis were succeeded by Francis Douce and
Henry Hervey Baber j the latter held his office for a longer and much
more important period than Nares or Beloe. When Baber became
head of the Printed Books, he was followed as Assistant by H, W.
Bedford, who had been engaged as an Extra Assistant in 1805, after
Ayscough's death and Ellis's promotion to a regular Under-Libnirian-
ship.*
Joseph Planta's father Andrew had been Under-Librarian in the
56